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MISSISSIPPI GOLF HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2025 INDUCTION CEREMONY DATE ANNOUNCED 

Celebration of Golf and Hall of Fame Dinner to be held Saturday, February 21, 2026 at Country Club of Jackson 
 
 

(Pearl, MS) The Mississippi Golf Association proudly announces the Mississippi Golf Hall of Fame Class of 2025, 
honoring three remarkable individuals whose accomplishments have left an enduring mark on the game of golf in 
Mississippi and across the nation. This year’s inductees – Dr. Cary Middlecoff, Ricky Sims, and Ernest D. Ross – represent 
excellence in every facet of the game: as an international champion, an accomplished amateur, and a pioneering coach 
and professional.  

We look forward to the Celebration of Golf and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony of our seventh class which will 
be held on Saturday, February 21, 2026 at the Country Club of Jackson. We hope that everyone will be able to join us for 
the Celebration of Golf Dinner as we will remember the tremendous year of golf for Mississippi, recognize our 2025 
Champions and Players of the Year, award the Robbie Webb Award for Outstanding Contributions to Junior Golf, and 
announce and unveil our 2025 Class of the Mississippi Golf Hall of Fame.  

The Mississippi Golf Hall of Fame looks to recognize those individuals who have made a profound impact on the 
game of golf in the Magnolia State and feel the class of 2025 embodies the core values and honorable traditions of the 
game of golf. The Mississippi Golf Association and Golf Hall of Fame are honored to announce this year’s class. 

 
 

Dr. E. Cary Middlecoff 

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, on January 6, 1924, Dr. E. Cary Middlecoff was one of the 
most accomplished golfers of his time, his name forever linked to the golden era of 
American golf. Middlecoff’s connection to Mississippi began at the University of 
Mississippi, where he was a standout student-athlete from 1938 to 1941 and became the 
first Ole Miss golfer to earn All-America honors (1939). Following his collegiate career, he 
earned his dental degree and served with distinction in the U.S. Army Dental Corps during 
World War II. After his military service, Middlecoff made a momentous decision to put 
aside his dental career and turn professional in 1946. His rise was meteoric. Between 1947 
and 1961, he captured 40 PGA Tour victories, including three major championships — the 
U.S. Open (1949, 1956) and the Masters Tournament (1955). Middlecoff’s precision and 

poise under pressure made him one of the most admired players on tour. He was twice the leading money winner, 
claimed the Vardon Trophy (1956) for the lowest scoring average, and represented the United States on three Ryder Cup 
teams (1953, 1955, 1959) .After retiring from competitive golf in 1963 due to a back injury, Middlecoff flourished in a 
second career as a television golf commentator, where his insight, intellect, and wit brought a deep understanding of 
the game to millions of viewers. His contributions both on and off the course earned him election to the PGA Hall of 
Fame (1974) and the World Golf Hall of Fame (1986). Dr. Cary Middlecoff passed away on September 1, 1998, at the age 
of 74. His life stands as an enduring example of professionalism, achievement, and grace — a true champion whose 
Mississippi roots shaped a golf career that reached the pinnacle of the sport. 
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Ricky Sims 

Born January 7, 1955, Ricky Sims has long been recognized as one of the state’s finest 
amateur golfers and most respected ambassadors for the game. A lifelong resident of 
Canton, Mississippi, Sims has built an enduring competitive record defined by consistency, 
excellence, and passion for golf. A lifelong staple at Canton Country Club, Sims attended 
high school at Canton Academy where rose through the junior golf ranks before graduating 
in 1973. Following high school Sims attended and played golf at Mississippi State University 
where he lettered in 1977-1978. While working in the furniture business, Sims began to 
stack his achievements in amateur golf include ten (10) state championship victories, 
numerous Player of the Year Awards, and representation on the Mississippi Cup Team 
more than any other player. His ten state championship victories include two Mississippi 
Mid-Amateur Championships (1995, 2004), the Bill Cass Sr. Four-Ball Championship (2007), 
four back-to-back Mississippi Senior Amateur Championship titles (2006-2009), and three 

Super Senior Amateur titles. His sustained success over multiple decades underscores both his talent and his 
commitment to the sport. An 8-time Mississippi Senior Player of the Year and 4-time Super Senior Player of the Year, 
Sims is known for his sportsmanship, humility, and leadership, and has embodied the highest traditions of golf in the 
Magnolia State. Whether competing, encouraging others, or mentoring the next generation of golfers, he has 
represented Mississippi golf with class and distinction.  

Ernest D. Ross 

Born in Grenada, Mississippi, Ernest D. Ross has made an enduring impact as a coach, 
mentor, and PGA Professional — influencing generations of golfers in Mississippi through 
both education and example. A graduate of John Rundle High School (1970) and the 
University of Mississippi (1974), Ross also earned his certification of PGA Master 
Professional in 1991, demonstrating a lifelong commitment to both academic and athletic 
excellence. Ross served as Head Men’s Golf Coach at the University of Mississippi from 
1979–1987, leading the Rebels to national recognition and competitive success in the 
Southeastern Conference. Under his guidance, Ole Miss produced multiple NCAA All-
Americans, SEC Individual Champions, and championship winning teams. His leadership 
earned him honors as SEC Coach of the Year (1982, 1984) and SEC Championship Coach in 
1984, solidifying his place among the nation’s elite collegiate coaches. During his time at 
Ole Miss, Ross coached four (4) individual SEC Champions, five (5) NCAA All-Americans, and 
six (6) players who made their way to the PGA Tour. Following his time in collegiate 

coaching, Ross served as Head Golf Professional at the Country Club of Jackson (1988–2004) where he thrived as a 
dedicated teacher, mentor, and player. Ross won the 1991 GSPGA Match Play Championship, the GSPGA Section 
Championship from 1995-2001, and was a four-time winner of the Mississippi PGA Chapter Championship in 1992, 1995, 
1996, and 1999 and four-time Mississippi PGA Player of the Year. In addition to his success as a player, Ross was named 
GSPGA Teacher of the Year in 1994. Throughout his career, Ross has been recognized as a dedicated teacher, mentor, 
and advocate for the game, leaving an indelible mark on players and programs throughout the state. 

For more information on the Mississippi Golf Hall of Fame and the Class of 2025 please visit the Mississippi Golf 
Association online at www.missgolf.org. Table Sponsors and tickets will be available for purchase online through the 
MGA beginning in January 2026.  
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